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lies a moral weakness which in view of the seriousness with which he looked upon the relationship cannot be explained as the frivolity of a student, especially as the same phenomenon recurs several times in the mature man. But it is certain that it was not outward circumstances which disclosed to him the aimlessness of his love, even in its first stages. Neither was he influenced by the fear that his father would never give his consent to such a union (for his passion would have given him the power or at least the courage to break down every resistance), nor was it the pride of his social superiority to a girl who indeed was, according to his expression, without position and without means, for in a letter to Moors he speaks of these things with contempt. It was rather the need, dimly conscious in his mind, of rounding out his experience and not allowing himself to become firmly rooted until he should have realised his vaguely formed ideal of life, toward which he yearned as if impelled by irresistible necessity. On the other hand was the no less irresistible power of a love-passion, which went far beyond the ordinary limits of glowing youth. So there contended within him two mighty demonic powers, which crushed between them all other considerations suggested by reason or by conscience. As now, so later. It is easy to understand that from such a struggle, the violence of which was greatly heightened by the torments of subtle casuistry, he suffered intensely. Tossed about by conflicting emotions and wild caprices, he tortured himself and his beloved, at times all who knew him, beyond all endurance. So in faithful remembrance of those days Goethe in his autobiography cannot often enough characterise his state of mind at that period as moody, whimsical, confused, stubborn, and the like; and the recently published letters to Behrisch, and Die Laune des Verliebten, emphatically verify this self-characterisation.
Let us take his letters as the safest guide to the development of their relationship. In this way we shall not only receive our first deep and sure insight into the heart of this singular man; we shall also become acquainted with the